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Maryland Technology Extension Service
 
Beachley Furniture Improves Efficiency With New Software
 
Client Profile:
Beachley Furniture Company, founded in 1887, is located in Hagerstown, 
Maryland.  The company employs 53 people and is a manufacturer of custom-made, 
high-quality upholstered living room furniture.
 
Situation:
Beachley Furniture Company wanted to add Computer Aided Design (CAD) capability 
to its operations to meet forecasted trends in customer demands.  It wanted to 
convert several hundred cardboard patterns into CAD drawings to make production 
more efficient.  The company was evaluating a CAD system from Gerber that could 
be used for both design purposes and to drive a CNC fabric-cutting machine.  
However, Beachley Furniture needed help evaluating the proposed CAD system.  
The company contacted the Maryland Technology Extension Service (MTES), a NIST 
MEP network affiliate, for assistance.
 
Solution:
MTES met with Beachley Furniture to fully understand its short- and long-term 
CAD requirements.  MTES guided Beachley Furniture through the Gerber CAD 
software evaluation, along with several low-cost 2D CAD packages.  MTES 
concluded that 2D CAD software would meet the company's needs for the 
foreseeable future, and recommended AutoCAD LT software because it is the 
"industry standard" for 2D drawing files.  As an added benefit, training in 
this package was available at the local community college. MTES also provided 
the company with recommendations for a vendor to convert existing patterns into 
CAD files and another vendor with CNC cutting capability.
Beachley Furniture purchased AutoCAD LT software and saved over $28,000 by 
avoiding an unnecessary investment.  The company worked with the recommended 
vendors to convert several dozen patterns into CAD files, then cut the fabric 
using CNC driven equipment.  This has resulted in immediate cost savings on 
several products.  The cost savings will increase as the company converts more 
cardboard patterns into CAD files after developing in-house expertise.
 
Results:
Purchased, installed, and implemented AutoCAD LT software.
Saved $28,000.
Made a long-term capital investment to improve profits and efficiency in the 

www.mep.nist.gov

NIST is an agency of the U.S. Commerce Department's Technology Administration



M A N U F A C T U R I N G   E X T E N S I O N   P A R T N E R S H I P 
Success Stories from the Field 

manufacturing process.
Anticipating additional cost savings as in-house technical expertise develops.
 
Testimonial:
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